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Bathurst Selected for NSW Regional 
Night-Time Economy Program 

Bathurst has been selected as one of ten regional centres across New South Wales to 

participate in the NSW Government’s Regional Night-Time Economy Program, delivered by 

the Office of the 24-Hour Economy Commissioner. 

The announcement forms part of a state-wide initiative supporting regional business 

collectives to collaborate on initiatives that strengthen local economies from day into night, 

with the NSW Government committing $2 million to the pilot program across regional NSW. 

The successful Bathurst application was prepared by Elevate, bringing together a Bathurst 

Business Collective of accommodation providers, hospitality venues, beverage producers, 

tourism operators and major event partners committed to strengthening the region’s night-

time economy. 

The application was endorsed and supported by Bathurst Regional Council, Bathurst 

Business Chamber, Destination Network Central West, Supercars and Wirdyuri Traditional 

Owners Central West Aboriginal Corporation trading as Wambuul and Wahluu, reflecting 

strong regional collaboration across government, industry and community leadership. 

Elevate CEO Rhonda Taylor said the program recognises the strength of collaboration 

across the Bathurst business community. 

“Bathurst is a region that knows how to collaborate, and this program gives local businesses 

the opportunity to work together to shape the next chapter of our night-time economy,” Ms 

Taylor said. 

“The application was prepared by Elevate to bring together a diverse group of local 

operators who share a commitment to strengthening Bathurst after dark and supporting 

our region’s broader economy.” 
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Elevate Treasurer Ruth Crampton said the program provides an opportunity for local 

businesses to collaborate on initiatives that strengthen the regional economy. 

“Collaboration across hospitality, tourism, accommodation and events allows regional 

businesses to share ideas, build capability and explore initiatives that benefit both local 

operators and the broader community,” Ms Crampton said. 

The Regional Night-Time Economy Program aims to support business collectives in regional 

towns to leverage local opportunities and deliver collaborative initiatives that strengthen 

vibrant town centres and precincts. 

While hospitality, tourism and events play an important role in activating the evening 

economy, the benefits extend across the broader regional economy. 

A thriving night-time economy supports local supply chains, strengthens retail activity, 

creates employment opportunities and contributes to Bathurst’s reputation as a vibrant 

regional centre for residents, visitors, students and investors. 

In addition to the Business Collective, Elevate is inviting businesses and organisations 

across the region who wish to support the initiative through sponsorship to come forward. 

The Bathurst Regional Night-Time Economy Program represents an important step in 

shaping the future vibrancy and economic growth of the city, and Elevate welcomes 

partners who want to contribute to bringing this vision to life. 

Businesses interested in sponsorship opportunities are encouraged to contact Rhonda 

Taylor,  CEO of Elevate, to discuss how they can be involved. 

The program will commence in the coming months, with participating businesses working 

together to explore initiatives that support a vibrant and sustainable night-time economy in 

Bathurst. 

Further information about the state-wide announcement can be found via the Office of the 

24-Hour Economy Commissioner website: 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/business-and-economy/office-of-24-hour-economy-

commissioner/news/10-business-collectives-regional-nsw-secure-2-million-to-fund-their-

night-time-economies 

More information about the Bathurst initiative is available at: 

https://www.elevatebathurst.com.au 
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